
Despite the end of the Building Schools for
the Future programme, the government has 
been giving assurances that this does not spell 

the end of building new schools. � e introduction of 
the Academies Bill could lead to demand for a wider 
range of school premises including those converted from 
other former uses, such as commercial premises. It is a 
challenging time for the Education sector, but there is 
positive news. Nine schools and academies, totalling over 
£200m, were delivered by Mace this summer in time 
for the 2010-11 school year. � ese range from new build 
academies and schools designed by signature architects, 
to phased refurbishment of existing schools providing � t 
for purpose accommodation. 

Garth Hill and Teddington schools 
were developed under the One School 
Path� nder scheme and through the 
IESE (Improvement & E�  ciency 
South East) Framework, the former 
incorporating the schools within a 
school principle and the latter with a 
very creative, 21st-century working 
environment including areas beyond 
classrooms for working, moveable walls
and an atria and walkways instead of corridors. 

A further two of these nine projects delivered
this summer are academies, Evelyn Grace and the 
Globe and are in conjunction with the Department for 
Education and sponsored by Absolute Return for Kids 
(ARK), a charity for the transformation of children’s lives. 
Evelyn Grace in Brixton is the creation of internationally 
acclaimed architect, Zaha Hadid. � e building is divided 
into visually distinct elements to support the schools 
within a school principle - of smaller schools leading 
to higher achievement and improved student-teacher 
relationships - and comprises two middle and two 
secondary schools. 

In contrast, the � rst phase of another academy was 
constructed at the same time in Southwark.

A designated specialist for mathematics and drama, 
the Globe is a complex project comprising a new build 
and the refurbishment of existing listed buildings. 
With the government’s request for the Department of 
Education to prepare for cuts of between 10% and 20%, 
refurbishment is likely to receive a higher place on the 
educational building agenda. 

Our consultancy o� er demonstrates the depth and 
breadth of Mace’s experience in both refurbishment 
and new build. Each time we visit a school, we share 
our empathy, understanding and experience of the 
sector with the teachers we meet. ‘Everyone who works 
on my team has a huge admiration for teachers. We’re 

also aware that what we’re doing 
is very disruptive to their work, 
so experience of the logistics and 
planning is very important,’ says 
David Bill, who heads Mace’s 
public sector consultancy division 
in London and the South East. ‘If 
you can build a control tower next 
to the busiest airport runway in 
the world, as we have at Heathrow, 

you have a fair idea about managing and minimising 
disruption. All that we’ve learnt on complex projects 
like airports or corporate rebuilds makes a huge
impact for our clients.’ 

Mace expects a shi�  from new build to the blend of 
new build and refurbishment and solely refurbishment 
projects to increase in the education sector. � e blend of 
new build and refurbishment has been used across four 
schools in Haringey that Mace worked on this summer 
alone. A former primary school was transformed into 
a sophisticated Young People’s Centre of the future. 
Specialist areas for design and technology, art, music 
and ICT were created, along with requirement-based 
rooms ranging across assessment, meeting and therapy. 
At Highgate Wood School Arts College, the existing 
library space has been remodelled to provide three new 
classrooms while the new library was built.
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A new school entrance created at Hornsey School for Girls
ensures the buildings are segregated from the school, so that the 
facilities can be used as a community resource. � e existing design 
and technology spaces were remodelled and existing administration 
spaces transformed into a new sixth form suite. Concentrating the 
investment into specialist new build works and remodeling of the 
existing facilities has led to real improvements in the way the school 
functions and teaches. Not only does the school have a new image 
and greater pride in the school, they also have a lasting and secure 
relationship with the local community.

Sometimes, all that’s needed is a relatively small change to 
transform a space. At Gladesmore Community School, in addition 
to striking new facilities like a new maths and science block and 
auditorium, part of a core existing teaching block was transformed 
by the provision of new windows. At the same project, the existing 

dining hall was refurbished while an extension was created.
� e end result was a school with multi-functional, high-quality 
classrooms allowing for collaborative learning, speaking and 
listening. New spaces have ensured that opportunities for 
independent learning have been maximised. � e phasing of the 
works in a live school environment was challenging, but the 
collaborative process by Mace’s project manager ensured the 
headteacher and key sta�  received a project broken down into 
manageable chunks that worked around the school’s teaching 
requirements. 

� e di� erence in Mace’s approach is the understanding of not 
only education, but of the complexities of those major projects 
– it is, a� er all the consultant chosen to oversee the delivery of 
the Olympic Park for the London 2012 Games. A holistic view 
of projects allows for enrichment, such as the plan to o� er the 
winning pupil from the two academies and two Path� nder schools 
completed this summer a class trip to the Olympic Stadium and a 
donation to their school for sports kits, through a competition to 
draw and describe what a school of the future might look like.
With an impressive track record in education projects around the 
UK, the most satisfying aspect for our company overall is watching 
the reactions of pupils and teachers. “We get huge satisfaction from 
creating buildings that will provide a learning environment of 
excellence for future generations,” says managing director of the 
contracting arm Mace Plus, Mark Castle. “When we hand over the 
keys of the building and see the reaction of the pupils as they walk 
into their school, you can’t help but feel a real sense of pride with 
the part that you play.” 

Nine schools and academies, 
totalling over £200m, were delivered 
this summer by Mace in time for 
the 2010-11 school year. � ese 
range from new build academies 
and schools designed by signature 
architects, to phased refurbishment 
of existing schools providing � t for 
purpose accommodation...

It is a challenging 
time for the Education 

sector, but there is 
positive news. 
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